
Religion or Relationship
What is the Difference?

 Have you ever asked yourself what 
guaranties religion has offered you?  How do 
you know that your efforts are truly gaining 
God’s approval?  And how do you know when 
you have done enough to be assured of a home 
in heaven?
 You are not alone.  The Apostle Paul 
faced a similar dilemma.  He shares part of his 
personal story in Philippians 3:4-6 which 
says, “Though I might also have confidence in 
the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 
hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I 
more:  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew 
of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a 
Pharisee;  Concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church; touching the righteousness which is 
in the law, blameless.”  Paul was a man with all 
of the religious credentials of his day.  He 
stated very plainly that his religious efforts 
were greater than any other individual’s.  
First, he came from the “right” family and up-
bringing.  He was an Israelite, and from his 
birth his parents fulfilled all of the Jewish laws 
and raised him according the strictest of 
religious standards.  Second,  he was a doer of 
good works as a Pharisee.  The Pharisees were 
known for not only abiding by the written law, 
but also making extra laws just to make sure 
they did not violate the original laws.  He was 
so disciplined in his religious deeds that he 
claimed, “touching the righteousness which is 
in the law,  blameless.[he was] ”  Third, he was 
fully dedicated to his religion.  He was so 
zealous for his beliefs that he was prepared to 
fight against and even kill, those who would 
oppose his beliefs.  Paul was not just a “good” 
man, he was a “great” man, and without 
hesitation could say, “if any other man 
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in 
the flesh, I more.”  At this time of Paul’s life, he 
thought he could gain God’s approval through 
his family, his up-bringing, good works, and 
total dedication to the cause of religion.  He 
was trying to please God with who he was and 

what he was accomplishing, but he found no 
satisfaction or security in his efforts or 
religion.
 Paul goes on to share more of his story 
as he said, “But what things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ” (Phil. 3:7).  
Paul did not find satisfaction in his religious 
efforts.  He wanted something more.  He 
wanted to know Christ, not just as a religious 
figure, but in a personal relationship.  He was 
willing to give up all of his own efforts to gain 
such a relationship.  He had originally 
misunderstood how he could have a 
relationship with Jesus Christ by thinking that 
religion and good works would be the answer, 
but he found that all of his efforts were in vain.  
He was so committed to this new relationship 
that he said, “Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ” 
(Phil. 3:8).  He discovered the key to a 
relationship with God the Father and Jesus 
Christ the Son is faith in the finished work of 
Jesus Christ on the Cross.  He reveals his 
discovery when he says, “And be found in him, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is 
of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith” (Phil. 3:9).  Paul was originally 
depending in the “righteousness which is in 
the law” of religion, but when he found that his 
own efforts could not accomplish his goal of 
knowing God he was willing to give up all of his 
righteousness for true righteousness based 
on faith.  Paul was willing to exchange his 
dependence on his family and up-bringing, 
good works, and dedication to religion for 
something better, something that was not 
based on self or other men but on God.  He, in 
faith, accepted the gift of God found in Jesus 
Christ’s payment for sin in his death, burial, 
and resurrection.
 Later in Paul’s life he wrote, “For I am 
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Greek” (Romans 1:16).  Paul understood the 
value of the Gospel or Good News found in 
Jesus Christ and he spent the rest of his life 
sharing it with others.
 The Apostle John helps explain the 
relationship between a man and God when they 
have faith in Jesus Christ when he says, “But 
as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12).  When 
any man, woman or child believes in Jesus 
Christ, they have the distinct privilege of being 
a son or daughter of God the Father.  They have 
a personal relationship with their creator God.  
What better relationship is there in all the 
world?  The security of a Heavenly Father who 
loves you, will never fail you, and is awaiting 
your presence for all eternity with Him in 
Heaven!
 The choice is yours.  Paul found that 
his religious credentials of the right family and 
up-bringing, good works, and even total 
sincerity and dedication could not provide 
spiritual satisfaction or security.  He could not 
earn a relationship with God.  However, God 
offered a relationship freely if he would stop 
trusting in himself and depend totally in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  He 
stated plainly, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 
should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 Will you make the same choice Paul 
made and accept Jesus Christ as your 
personal Savior by trusting in Him alone to pay 
for your sin debt?  “For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  Why 
not pray right now and ask God to forgive you 
of your sins and tell Him that your are trusting 
Jesus Christ alone to provide you with the 
righteousness needed to have a relationship 
with Him?  Your prayer must be from your 
heart.  But as soon as you make that choice, 
God promises you that you are one of His 
children and you have a personal relationship 
with Him for all eternity.
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Dear Friend
 The pamphlet you are reading 
represents our heart and teaching.  Our 
desire is to study the Word of  God to find the 
answerers to life’s questions so that we can 
apply them correctly to our day-to-day 
practices.  We desire to share what we have 
learned with those who may have the same 
questions and have an interest in finding 
God’s solutions.
 In no way do we believe that we are 
better than anyone else or that we have 
secrets unavailable to everyone, but that 
God’s Word promises that we have been 
given “all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of  him 
that hath called us to glory and virtue” (II 
Peter 1:3)

I Corinthians 2:12-13
12  Now we have received,
Not the spirit of  the world,

But the spirit which is of  God;
That we might know the things

that are freely given to us of  God. 
13  Which things also we speak,

Not in the words
which man's wisdom teacheth,

But which the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

 We invite you to join us during our 
regular service times so that we can study 
God’s Word together and find His answers to 
life’s questions.  We also encourage you to 
communicate with us at any time if  we can 
help you personally with any spiritual 
questions you may be facing.  Please, do not 
wait.  Visit or communicate with us as soon as 
possible.

Your Friend in Christ

Nuestros Cultos

Pastor Jeremy Markle - 787-374-1034

HC-05 Box 6090
Carr. 149, R. 510, K. 0.9

Bo. Amuelas, Juana Diaz, PR, 00795

Así que la fe es por el oír, y el oír, por la palabra de Dios. Romanos 10:17

Iglesia Bautista De La Fe

Auto Pista
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De La Fe

Monte Sol

Domingo
 Escuela Dominical . . . . 10:00 AM
 Culto AM . . . . . . . . . .  11:00 AM
 Culto PM . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 PM
Miércoles
 Estudio y Oración . . . . .  7:00 PM
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